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Public Notice: Mini Bikes and Off-Road Dirt Bikes on Village Streets 

A Message from the Village of Cattaraugus 

The Village of Cattaraugus is committed to providing a safe community for our residents, businesses, and 
visitors. As part of that commitment, we have recently strengthened our Police Department by adding 
officers and increasing our ability to address traffic safety and quality-of-life concerns. Residents can expect 
to see a more visible law enforcement presence as we continue improving public safety throughout the 
Village. 

One concern brought to our attention is the operation of mini bikes and off-road dirt bikes on public streets, 
sidewalks, and other public areas. 

Under New York State law, mini bikes and most off-road dirt bikes are not legal for use on public roads. 
These vehicles are designed for off-road recreation and generally cannot be registered for highway use. 
They may only be operated on private property with the owner's permission or in areas specifically 
designated for off-road riding. 

Operating these vehicles on Village streets, sidewalks, parking lots, parks, or other public rights-of-way may 
result in enforcement action. 

Violations may include: 
 Operating an unregistered vehicle. 
 Operating an uninsured vehicle. 
 Operating without the proper driver's license or motorcycle endorsement. 
 Other applicable traffic or equipment violations. 
  

Because multiple violations may apply, riders may receive several citations during a single stop, resulting 
in substantial fines, and the vehicle may be towed or impounded. Additional penalties may apply if an 
accident occurs or other laws are violated. 

Parents and guardians are encouraged to discuss these laws with young riders. A mini bike or off-road dirt 
bike intended for recreation is not automatically legal for operation on public streets, even if equipped 
with lights or other accessories. 

Our goal is not simply to issue tickets. It is to educate the public, prevent injuries, protect pedestrians, and 
keep our streets safe for everyone. 

This notice is one of several initiatives the Village is undertaking to improve public safety, enhance quality of 
life, and maintain a safe, welcoming community. We appreciate the cooperation of our residents as we 
continue working together to make Cattaraugus an even better place to call home. 

If you observe the illegal operation of mini bikes, dirt bikes, or other vehicles creating an immediate safety 
hazard, please report it to law enforcement. Call 911 for emergencies. Non-emergency concerns may be 
reported to the Village Police Department or the Cattaraugus County Sheriff's Office. 

Together, through education, cooperation, and responsible enforcement, we can continue building a 
safer Village for everyone. 

Village of Cattaraugus 


